
Speech Therapy in and around Mountain View, CA
Blog for Parents / Caregivers 

Educational Materials

COMMON PHONLOGICAL PROCESSES SEEN IN PHONOLOGICAL DISORDERS 

VISIT WWW.SMARTERSPEECHSLP.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION! 

“BECAUSE WORDS ARE THE FOUNDATION FOR A CHILD’S EDUCATION.”

FINAL CONSONANT DELETION 

❑ This is when the last consonant sound in a 

word is eliminated

❑ For example, saying "ca" instead of "cat" or 

"do" instead of dog

❑ This usually fades by age 3. 

B
o
w

e
n,

 C
. (

2
01

1)
. T

a
b
le

 2
: 
P

h
o
no

lo
gi

c
a
l P

ro
c
e

ss
e

s.
 R

e
tr

ie
ve

d
 f

ro
m

 h
tt
p
://

w
w

w
.s
p
e

e
c
h
-la

ng
u
a
g
e
-t

h
e

ra
p
y.
c
o
m

/ 
o
n 

Ja
nu

a
ry

 9
, 
2
02

1.
C

lip
a
rt b

y W
h
im

sy C
lip

s a
t w

h
im

syc
lip

s.c
o
m

, F
o
nt b

y H
e

llo
 F

o
nts a

t te
a
c
h
e

rsp
a
yte

a
c
h
rs.c

o
m

/sto
re

/h
e

llo
fo

nts

A phonological process is an incorrect speech sound pattern.

Phonological processes should fade by a certain age.

If it does not fade, an SLP can help!

CONSONANT DEVOICING

❑ This is when a voiced consonant is 

produced with a very close, voiceless 

substitute. 

❑ For example, "dove" would become "dof". 

❑ This usually fades around age 4.

CLUSTER REDUCTION 

❑ This is when a consonant cluster, or a 

combination of sounds, is simplified to just 

one of the sounds.

❑ For example, "drive" would become "dive."

❑ This usually fades around age 4-5.

BACKING

❑ When /t/ becomes /k/ and /d/ becomes /g/.

❑ For example - "Tom" is "Kom" and "girl" is 

"dirl".

❑ This is a severe phonological disorder, not 

seen in typical speech sound development.

FRONTING

❑ This is when /k/ becomes /t/ and /g/ 

becomes /d/

❑ For example - "cat" is said as "tat" and "dog" 

is said as "gog."

❑ This process usually fades around age 4. 

STOPPING

❑ when more complex sounds like /s/, /sh, ch, 

juh/ and /f,v/ are substituted with /p, b/ , 

/t,d/ or /k,g/. 

❑ For example - "salt" becomes "talt" or "juice" 

becomes "doos"

❑ This usually fades around 4-5 years of age. 

DEPALATIZATION

❑ When /sh, ch, juh/ are substituted with 

another sound.

❑ For example, "dish" becomes "dis" or "dit".

❑ This usually ends around 5 years of age.

GLIDING

❑ When /l/ or /r/ or both are substituted with 

/y/ or /w/. 

❑ For example, "rabbit" is "wabbit" or "light" is 

"yight." 

❑ This usually fades by age 7. 

http://www.smarterspeechslp.com/

